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SUBJECT: TREATMENT OF JOURNALISTS 

REF: PRAGUE 0515 

1 . AFTER CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE VISA TURNDOWN OF 
NBC'S COLITT AND DISCUSSIONS WITH AMBASSADOR BYRNE, THE 
DEPARTMENT HAS DECIDED THE VISA ISSUED TO CZECH TV JOURNAL- 
IST OLDRICH VEJVODA SHOULD BE WITHDRAWN. 

2. WE HAVE NOT BEEN WILLING TO TAKE SUCH A STEP IN THE 
RECENT PAST. WE DO NOT REGARD SUCH A STEP AS A PRECEDENT 
FOR THE FUTURE BUT AS A ONE-TIME RETALIATORY ACTION FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF MAKING AN EXPLICIT IMPRESSION ON THE CZECHOSLO- 
VAK GOVERNMENT. WE WANT TO MAKE IT CLEAR TO THEM THAT THEY 
CANNOT ASSUME THAT WE ARE INDIFFERENT TO THEIR REFUSAL OF 
VISAS TO US JOURNALISTS. 
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PAGE 02 STATE 052715 

3. IN RESPONSE TO VEJVODA'S QUESTION AS TO WHY HIS VISA 

IS BEING WITHDRAWN. EMBASSY SHOULD REPLY THAT IT IS UNDER 
INSTRUCTIONS TO DO SO BECAUSE OF THE VISA TURNDOWN OF 


COLITT. EMBASSY SHOULD NOT GO ANY FURTHER THAN THAT. 
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4. WE WILL BE GETTING IN TOUCH WITH NBC TO INFORM THEM 
OF THE ACTION WE ARE TAKING. EMBASSY MAY ALSO WISH TO 
INFORM COLITT AFTER VEJVODA'S VISA HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


VANCE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: JOURNALISTS, VISAS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 01 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE052715 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: NGANDREWS/JF 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780095-0196 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978031 18/aaaadwlo. tel 

Line Count: 66 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fafc3dba-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 PRAGUE 515 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3150749 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TREATMENT OF JOURNALISTS 
TAGS: PINS, CZ, US, (VEJVODA, OLDRICH) 

To: PRAGUE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fafc3dba-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



